Changes in the plasma pattern of sex steroids in patients with liver cirrhosis treated with mepartricin.
Mepartricin was given to cirrhotic patients in order to evaluate its effect on the imbalance of sex steroids which is typical of this disorder. Patients were divided into two group: one group received placebo (n = 19) and the other received 150,000 IU/day mepartricin for 30 days (n = 19). The patients were evaluated by separate medical staff who were unaware of the treatment. Mepartricin significantly decreased the plasma concentration of testosterone, oestradiol and prolactin as compared with the values at the start of the trial, while no significant changes were seen in the occurrence of gynaecomastia. No relevant changes were seen in patients receiving the control, except for a slight increase in the peripheral concentration of androstenedione, aldosterone and follicle stimulating hormone.